Wisdom and Destiny

declaring ourselves satisfied because we can
find satisfaction in nothing that is. Such
satisfaction, in truth, is discontent only,
too sluggish to lift its head; and they
only are discontented who no longer
would understand.

Does not the man who conceives it his
duty to forswear all happiness renounce
something as well that, as yet, has not
turned into happiness ? And besides,
what are the joys to which we bid this
somewhat affected farewell ? It must
surely be right to discard all happiness
injurious to others; but happiness that
injures others will not long wear the sem-
blance of happiness in the eyes of the
sage. And when his wisdom at length
has revealed the profounder joys, will it
not be in all unconsciousness that he
renounces those of lesser worth ?

Let us never put faith in the wisdom

or gladness that is based on contempt of
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